BULLETIN OF 


ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 

& 

P.O. Box 2095 
Oak Park, Illinois 60303 

JANUARY 1971 

The twentieth meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at the 

Bernard Horwich Jewish Community Center 
3003 West Touhy Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60645 
Wednesday, January 27, 1971 
8:00 P.M. Room #07 

RECAP OF DECEMBER MEETING : President Harry Flower gave a final report on the sale of the 
franklin Mint Hanukkah Tokens; Mr Ben Odesser was given a vote of thanks for handling this pro¬ 
ject. The third annual Israel Tour, to take place March 10-23, 1971, was discussed. Colorful 
brochures were given to those interested. If you are unable to attend the next meeting, please 
write to the INSI Box and a copy will be mailed to you. Two sets of ancient Jewish coin replicas 
were displayed. These were received from the INS of Cleveland, Ohio. The price of these are 
$3. 00 per set plus 50£ for postage. Both sets for $6. 50. Make checks payable to Israel Numis¬ 
matic society of Cleveland and mail to Sanford Brown, 1327 E. Miner Road, Mayfield Heights, Ohio 
44124. Mr. David Silverman told the membership about the new ALBERT EINSTEIN medal, the 
second in the series for "The Jewish-American Hall of Fame" that is being issued by Judah L. 

Magnes Memorial Museum. To obtain a brochure write to the museum at 2911 Russell Street, 
Berkeley, California 94705. 

Mr. Ned Fishkin was the lucky winner of the first door prize, a Franklin Mint Hanukkah Token. 

This was donated by Rarcoa Coin Co., 31 North Clark Street, Chicago 60602. The second prize 
was won by Mr. Harry Flower, a "Jewish Day Token" issued by the Chicago Century of Progress 
^/orld's Fair of 1933. This was donated by Mr. Lou Nagy. We thank you both for these donations. 

At a recent commitee meeting, it was decided to have name tags for all attending the December meet¬ 
ing. We thank Mr. David Silverman for preparing these beautiful personalized "name plates". 

The Israel Government’s 1971 New Year Token was distributed to all paid members. Those who 
were absent will receive theirs at a subsequent meeting. These 30 mm copper-nickel pieces were 
mounted in a holder and placed in an envelope that was stamped "Happy Chanukah INSI 1970 5731". 
We thank Mr. Maxwell Chalmers, Dr. Alan Feinberg and Mr. Harry Flower for preparing these 
for distribution. Of course, we thank Mr. Ephraim Levy and the Israel Government Coins & 

Medals corp. for making this distribution possible. 

EXHIBITS : Junior member Jeffery Lillien displayed a set of Israel trade coins, alongside of each 
was adrawingof the ancient coin from which the design was obtained. This exhibit, "Motifs on Modern 
Israel Coinage" conveyed both historical and numismatic information; and is the type of activity 
every coin club should encourage. The display was made entirely by Jeffery, for which he won 
this month's prize for exhibition. Congratulations! 
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Dr. Alan Feinberg had three important books and some medals and coins, all of which he recently 
obtained in Europe. The books were Deutsche Spottmedaillen Auf Juden byBruno Kirschner, Ernst 
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Battenberg Verlag, Munchen, 1968 (on German anti-semitic medals, illustrated, German text); 

Hebraic Amulets by T. Schrire, Routledge & Kegan Paul, London 1966; and thirdly Judaica u it 
e a Particuliere Verzameling , by Joodshistorisen Musium, Amsterdam Waaggebauw, 1964 (on 
Judaic art, illustrated, Dutch text). Among the medals and coins were "Medical Society of Israel 
Presentation Medal, 1962" (Haffner No. PM-9); "Medal of Liberation 1958" copper 61 mm (Haffner 
No. M-l); a 20-mark coin of Litzmanstadt Ghetto, 1943; a"Palestine-Colonial Exhibition Medal" 

1931; several shekel medals and the Frankenhuis Commemorative Medal "Tribute to the 6 million" 
and jettons with Hebrew inscriptions. 

Mr. Harry Flower had a 2-case exhibit of Israel medals and the numismatic and historical write-up 
for each. These were the original "Medal of Liberation" 1st Issue in 1958; "Medal of Liberation" 2nd 
Issue in 1958 & 1961; "Medal of Liberation" 3rd Issue in 1962; the "Terra Sancta Medal" 1963; the 
"Masada Medal" issued in 1964, 65, 69 and 70; and the "Bar-Mitzvah Medal, 1961 (11 varieties of 
this issue). All types and varieties of the above medals were represented in this exhibit. 

INSI CHANUKA PARTY : The highlight of the December meeting was the Chanuka Party. Its success 
was entirely due to the planning and efforts of Mrs. Mary Bell and Mrs. Lea Levy. The tables were 
l >autifully arranged with holiday tablecloth, napkins, plates and a wall streamer "Happy Chanuka". 

The refreshments consisted of a festive cake, "mandel bread" (thanks to Sylvia Odesser), soft drinks, 
coffee, candy and nuts. After the business meeting was adjourned, candles of the menora were lit and 
Junior member Jerry Schwartz recited the prayer in Hebrew. Then the ladies served the refreshments. 
Everything was delicious, the coffee was hot, the fellowship was friendly, and a most enjoyable time 
was had by those present. Again, we thank Mrs. Bell and Mrs. Levy. 

CLUB DUES: Payment of dues for 1971 is now in order. As a reminder, regular dues are $5. 00 and 
junior dues (under 18 years) are $3. 00. You may make payment to Treasurer Lea Levy at the next 
meeting, or mail check payable to INSI to the club box. 

ELECTION: The nominating committee, Mr, Nagy (chairman), Mr. Hecht and Mr. Lillien, presented 
the following for officers for INSI for 1971: 

President: Mr. Harry Flower, 1st Vice President: Dr. Alan Feinberg, 2nd Vice President: 
Mr. David Silverman, Secretary: Mrs. Mary Bell and Treasurer: Mrs. Lea Levy. 

The above slate was unanimously elected to serve for 1971. Congratulations! 

NEW MEMBER : Mr. Joseph L. Ashman of Chicago has joined the INSI as member number 60. We 
welcome you, Mr. Ashman and hope that you attend meetings, participate in club activities and enjoy 
Judaic Numismatics with the other members. 

1971 OFFICIAL ISRAEL MINT SETS: As you know from previous bulletins, Israel will issue a mint- 
marked set of coins for the first time. These coins, as pictured here, are struck in a special run on 
highly polished dies and selected blanks to ensure perfect reproduction of the beautiful motifs. The 
mintmark is a six-pointed Star of David. The regular price is $4.00 plus 25£ postage. There will also 
be a 1971 Jerusalem Specimen Set in Wallet (not mintmarked) type holder. This set is $3.50 plus 25£. 

ISRAEL OFFICIALLY COMMISSIONED MEDALS : The Israel Government Coins & Medals Corp. has 
released the following three medals for sale: The "Zim" Medal (59 mm bronze and 45 mm silver) 
issued to commemorate the 25th anniversary of Israel’s national shipping company; the "Payis" Medal 
(45 mm bronze) issued to mark 20 years of activity of Israel’s State Lottery; and the "Wizo Jubilee" 
Medal (59 mm bronze) issued to commemorate 50 years of Women’s International Zionist Organization. 
F^r additional information and brochures on the coins and medals write to the IGC&MC at the 
address below the illustrations. 












B ULLETIN OF 


ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 
P.O. Box 2095 
Oak Park, Illinois 60303 

FEBRUARY 1971 

The twenty-first meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at the 
Bernard Horwich Jewish Community Center 
3003 West Touhy Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60645 
Wednesday, February 24, 1971 
8:00 P.M. Room #07 

RECAP OF JANUARY MEETING : President Harry Flower presented the 1971 Israel New Year Token 
to those who had not received it. Absent members will receive their Token with this bulletin. The 
subject of the "Hebrew Year Equivalents" date card was brought up. These useful cards had been 
§rtailed with the January Bulletin. Again, we thank Mr. Ephraim Levy and the Israel Government 

Coins & Medals Corp. for making these two presentations possible.-The members of INSI were 

reminded of the Israel trip to take place March 10-23, 1971. Brochures were given to those inter¬ 
ested. Members 'vere reminded that Club dues are now in order. Regular dues are $5.00 and 
Junior dues (under 18 years) are $3.00. Payment may be made by check payable to INSI and sending 

to the P. O. Box, or in person to Treasurer Lea Levy at the meeting, - Mr. Flowerthen spoke on 

a new issue of Israel Numismatic Journal HI 1965/66, published by the Israel Numismatic Society of 
Israel. This belated 1965-66 issue, actually published later part of 1970, is an excellent magazine 
containing nine articles on ancient, medieval, Arabic, Roman, Greek, etc., coins. There are 77 pages 
of English text and 15 pages of plates (the Photographs are excellent). This magazine is available 
from the Israel Numismatic Society, P.O.Box 750, Jerusalem, Israel for$7.00. — AINA’s $5.00 
contribution tickets for on Israel Trip was introduced and discussed. Apparently, interest was 
lacking as the time was too short to prepare for such a trip.-Mr. Flower then informed the mem¬ 

bers of the Israel Numismatic display to be made at the Chicago Public Library, in the History and 
Travels Room, during the month of November 1971. — The door prize, a 1968 Israel Specimen Set 
donated by Mr. Nagy, was won by Mr. Joseph Spom. This has been the third prize won by "Lucky 

9be'\ - Coffee and cake, (left from our Chanukka party and frozen) was brought to this meeting 

and a second party was enjoyed by the menbers. 

EXHIBITS : Mr. Ben Odesser exhibited and spoke on three of the First Jewish Coins, from the 
Maccabean Dynasty. These were the issues of John Hyrcanus (135-104 B. C.). 

Dr. Alan Feinberg exhibited and spoke on an important new book, Jewish Medals from the Renaissance 
to the Fall of Napoleon, (1503-1815) , by Daniel M. Friedenberg; (Published and available from 
Clakson N. Potter, Inc., 419 Park Avenue South, New York, N. Y., 10016 for $10.00). This new 
book covering 300 years of Jewish medals, has been adequately reviewed in all of the important 
numismatic publications, but this writer will add that this 152 page hard covered book, fully illus¬ 
trated, covers the Jewish numismatic history of this period in a most interesting manner. Mr. 
Friedenberg, who is Curator of Coins and Medals of the Jewish Museum, New York, is also the 
author of Great Jewish Portraits in Metal, published by Schocken Books, Inc., 67 Park Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 10016 in 1963. In addition to these two very important books on Jewish Medals, he has 
written several papers and articles on this subject; the more important were "Jewish Minters and 
Engravers", The Numismatist , Dec., 1967; and "Jews and the Art of the Medal", The Numismatist , 
«nily, 1969. (The first article is currently being reprinted in The Shekel ). 
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The tMrd exMbitor was Mr. Harry Flower with a selection of newly acquired medals. These 
"ALBERT EINSTEIN" 63 mm silver and bronze, very high relief by Umberto Rimondini and 
*YIZKOR" (in memory of the 6 Million Victims), 60 mm in silver and bronze by Emilo Monti. 

These two impressive medals were produced by Stabilimento Stefano Johnson, Piazza s. Angelo, 1, 
Milano, Italy. The next was "JEWISH FIGHTING BRIGADE" Commemorative Medal, a 60 mm 
issued in 1969 to commemorate 30 years of the existence of the Jewish Second Battalion in the 
British Army! Then two attractive 60 mm Israeli medals in honor of "MEKOROTH" the Water 
Supply of Israel; two medals of Israel towns, a 60 mm from "ONO" and "BAT-YAM", both with 
City Emblems; two medals in 60 mm bronze and silver of "GOLDA MEIR, PRIME MINISTER" by 
Shekel Co. of Tel Aviv; and finally a set of "6th MACCABIAH" (International Jewish Sports Festival) 
1965 award medals in 35 mm silver and 60 mm bronze. 

While on the subject of exhibits, please feel free to bring any of your numismatic possessions to a 
meeting, exhibit and briefly tell the membership of this item. More members should participate in an 
important part of a coin club meeting. 

PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY MEETING: Program Chairman David Silverman has arranged for a 
Speaker, Mr. William A. Pettit. Mr. Pettit is a well known numismatist, has published several 
articles, presehted lectures, is an instructor at the Y. M. C. A. College in numismatics, member 
of the board of Central States Numismatic Society, past president of Aurora Coin Club, and at 
present is vice-president of Chicago Coin Club and employed by Rare Coin Company of America, Inc., 
in charge of the Foreign Coin Department. His subject will be "Hebrew Writing on Non-Judaic 
Coins". Mr. Pettit has done research on this subject and we believe that this is the first presentation 
anywhere of this branch of numismatics. This talk will be supplemented by an exhibition of many of 
the coins pertaining to the subject. You are assured of a very special lecture, as not only is Mr. 
Pettit an experienced numismatist and an accomplished historian, but also an eloquent speaker. 

1971 PIDYON HABEN COINS: These long awaited coins have finally arrived. Distribution will be 
made to those who placed orders. Please try to attend the February meeting to receive yours. The 
accompanying illustration is published in this bulletin so that you may easily differentiate between 



First sons born in 1971 will be redeemed by coins minted that same year, a 
keepsake of the ceremony to be treasured. 

In addition to its ceremonial use, the Pidyon HaBen coin is intended to 
become a collector’s item issued yearly. Further to enhance its interest and 
worth as such, the Bank of Israel will introduce, in each annual issue, a slight 
change in the design of the value side, where the date also appears. 

The sequence will thus become a series. 
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the 1970 and the 1971 issues. Also, remember that the proof coin bears the "Mem" and has a 
reeded edge, while the B. U. lacks the "Mem" and has a plain edge. 

# 

THE 1971 ISRAEL NUMISMATIC TRIP : We will again and for the last time tell you about the "Third 
Annual Study Tour" to Israel that will take place March 10-23, 1971. There is still time to be part 
of this wonderful and meaningful experience of a lifetime. A brochure is available at the meeting. 

FLASH : In a flyer just received that was sent to the Israel Numismatic Societies, special prices 
are allowed for club members as follows: 


Official Mint marked 

coin set 1971 

$ 3. 

40 

Jerusalem Specimen 

Set (plastic wallet) 

2. 

90 

($3.00 extra per order for postage & handling) 



Zim Medal Silver 

45 mm 

11. 

40 

Zim Medal Bronze 

59 mm 

3. 

60 

Wizo Medal Bronze 

50 mm 

3. 

60 

Payis Medal Bronze 

45 mm 

3. 

20 


(40£ per medal extra for postage and Handling) 

We know that many of you have already ordered the above coins and medals; but if there is sufficient 
interest, a club order will be submitted. Please be prepared to make payment at the February 
meeting. The above coins and medals were illustrated in the January bulletin. 

President - Mr. Harry Flower First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg 

Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell 

Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board members - Mr. Lou Nagy , Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Ben Odesser 


♦ 


+ 




BULLETIN OF 


ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 
P.O. Box 2095 
Oak Park, Illinois 60303 

MARCH 1971 

The twenty-second general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at 

Bernard Horwich J. C. C. 

3003 West Touhy Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60645 
Wednesday, March 24, 1971 
8:00 P. M. Room #07 

RECAP OF FEBRUARY MEETING : As President Harry Flower had laryngitis First Vice President 
Alan Feinberg conducted the meeting. 1971 Pidyon HaBen Coins ordered were distributed to INSI 
members. Dr. Feinberg then reminded the membership that payment of the 1971 dues was in order. 

If unable to attend the next meeting please make check payable to INSI for $5. 00 and mail to the club 
P. O. Box. PLEASE make payment if you have not already done so. Dr. Feinberg told of the letter 
from IGC&M Corp. offering the 1971 Israel Coin Sets and 3 official medals at special prices to INS 

members. Many INSI members placed orders with Mrs. Bell and Mrs. Levy.-The first door prize, 

a Chicago World’s Fair ’’Jewish Day Token” was won by Mr. Ernest Levy, and the second, a 100 pruta 

coin, by Mr Aaron Kaplan; both were donated by Mr. Louis Nagy.-The highlight of the meeting was 

the most interesting, original and informative lecture by Mr. William A. Pettit; This lecture, Hebrew 
Writing on Non-Judaic Coins, was researched by Mr. Pettit; and INSI members were the first to hear 
about this branch of "Judaic numismatics”. His talk was supplemented by an exhibition of coins per¬ 
taining to the subject. The officers and members of INSI thank Mr. Pettit and hope that he will return 
to speak to our group again. 

EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor was Dr. Morris Goldberg, who displayed the new Dr. Pool Medal. This 
medal was struck in 1970 to celebrate the 85th birthday of Rev. Dr. David de Sola Pool. The complete 
story with illustrations appeared in The Shekel , Vol. Ill, No. 4, pages 8-9. This handsome and his¬ 
torical 60 mm bronze medal is available from A. I. N. A. , P. O. Box 3194, Church Street Station, New 
>ork, N. Y. 10008 for $5. 00 plus 50£ postage. Order blanks will be available at the March meeting. 

We thank Dr. Goldberg for displaying this medal along with the story. 

Mr. Ben Odesser displayed and spoke on an unusual collection of 33 Masonic Pennies, all with shekel 
reverses. These pieces, also referred to as Masonic tokens, were issued by various Masonic Lodges 
in the U. S. mostly in the 1800’s. Although these are not a Jewish issue, this writer believes that they 
do fit into a Judaic Numismatic collection; the reverses are facsimilies of ancient Jewish shekels and 
shekel medals. 

Mr. Harry Flower exhibited a collection of presentation medals issued by various Masonic Lodges of 
Israel. This collection of 14 medals may be described as exotic and extremely difficult to assemble; 
these represent a most unusual branch of Judaic Numismatics. Mr. Flower also had a collection of 
"Walking Medals of Israel”. This interesting collection of 20 medals were issued by various towns of 
Israel to the participants of the yearly walks. The medals are all looped for suspension; they are round, 
oval, triangular or shield -shaped, and the composition is usually copper, brass, bronze, silver or 
another white metal. 

^r. Alan Feinberg exhibited an interesting group of jetons, shekel medals, "Holy City of Jerusalem 
’imitation coins’” and some coins of Denmark. The Danish coins were dated 1644, the reverse bearing 
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the 3-line inscription "Justus Jehova Judex" (The Lord is a Righteous Judge); the first and third words 
are in Latin, the middleword "Jehova" in Hebrew. These coins are of the type included in Mr. Pettit's 
talk. The jetons also had Hebrew writing and in addition one had the date in chronogram form. 



ABOUT INSI MEMBERS : At the recent Rantoul Coin Club Annual Show held at Rantoul, Illinois, INSI 
member Stewart Koppel won best of show. Mr. Koppel's exhibit was "Israel Commemorative Coins". 

Congratulations!-Please check World Coins , March, 1971 issue page 298. Published in "Reader 

Reactions" is the letter by INSI member Benjamin Odesser. This excellently written letter is Ben's 
answer to the complaint of over emphasis to Israel Coin Articles in this magazine. 

PROGRAM FOR MARCH MEETING : At the time of writing this bulletin, no special program has been 
scheduled for the March meeting. To make the meeting more interesting, please bring any of your 
Judaic items to display. You will find that these meetings are more meaningful by participation. Every 
member should have at least one display or exhibit during the year. 

FLASH : While writing this bulletin, information arrived announcing the forthcoming 1971, 23rd In¬ 
dependence Day Coin. This coin is dedicated to "Science-Based Industries" which are constantly 
developing as Israel is striving to become the Land of Science. At this time a photo is not available. 

On the obverse appears the motto of the coin (in Hebrew) "Science in the Service of Industry". On the 
field a representation of a cog-wheel rotating a molecule. The reverse features a stylized design of 
*he atomic reactor building at Nahal Sorek. Above it, the face value of the coin, 10 Israel Lirot (10 
pounds). On the exergue, the year 1971, with its equivalent in Hebrew letters. The word "Israel" 
appears in Hebrew, English and Arabic. Three varieties of this coin will be struck as follows: 

PROOF Utrecht Mint (17,500) - (Mint-marked with a "mem") $16.00 

BU Jerusalem Mint (22,500)-(Mint-marked with "Star of David") 8.00 

BU Utrecht Mint (30,000) 8.00 

Postage and delivery for each coin 25£ 

INSI members are being allowed a discount from these prices. As the deadline for orders is May 1, 
1971, orders should be placed at the March meeting. Please be prepared to make payment if you 
want to place an order. 

President - Mr. Harry Flower First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg 

Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell 

Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser 


* 






BULLETIN OF 


ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 
P.O. Box 2095 
Oak Park, Illinois 60303 

APRIL 1971 

The twenty-third general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at 

Bernard Horwich J. C. C. 

3003 West Touhy Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60645 
Wednesday, April 28, 1971 
8:00P.M. Room #07 

PROGRAM FOR APRIL MEETING : Harry Flower will give a talk on Jewish Coins. Bring your 
exhibits. 


RECAP OF MARCH MEETING : After the financial report by Treasurer Lea Levy, President Harry 
Flower reminded the membership that many of them have not paid their 1971 dues. If unable to 
attend the next meeting, please mail a check for $5. 00, payable to INSI, to the above P. O. box. 

Reminders will be mailed with this bulletin to those who have not paid as of this date.-Attention 

was then called to the Bulletins on the speakers table from the various INS Clubs of the U. S. These 

are available for examination by any INSI member,-Order blanks for the Dr. David de Solo Pool 

medal were distributed to interested persons. This important medal was illustrated in the March 

1971 INSI Bulletin.-Mr. Flower showed an original copy of Jewish Symbols on Ancient Jewish 

Coins by Paul Romanoff, Ph.D., 1944 and spoke briefly about it. AINA has made arrangements to 
have this publication reprinted and it is now available to INSI members. The special pre-publication 
price is $5. 00 plus 50£ postage; after May 1, 1971 this hard bound edition will sell for $7. 00. Make 
check payable to AINA and send to PO Box 3194, Chureh Street Station, New York, N. Y. 10008. — 
The new 1971 Independence Day Commemorative was next discussed. The members were quite 
pleased with the discount offered to INSI members. Mrs. Levy took orders. The door prizes con¬ 
sisted of several copies of World Coins , March 1971 issue donated by Mr. Ben Odesser. 

AVAILABILITY OF PIDYON HABEN COINS : Mr. Flower related recent instances of people in the 
Chicago area who wanted to obtain a set of Pidyon HaBen coins for ceremonial use and that the coins 
were not available from Chicago dealers or other sources in a reasonable period of tirre. He further 
stated that it is a "crime" that in the the large Jewish community of the Chicago area, with its many 
organizations, a set of these coins was not readily available at time of need. After some discussion, 
it was voted that a set of five Pidyon HaBen coins should be ordered by the club, and that these should 
be available to anyone who needs them for the ceremony. These will be sold at our cost as a service 
by INSI to the Jewish community of the Chicago area. When a set is sold, replacement will be made. 
Usually, these are bought by a parent, grandparent, other relative or a friend, and presented to the 
new baby as a remembrance and an investment gift in addition to its ceremonial use. As you know, 
each set of coins is attractively boxed complete with a certificate in Hebrew and English. In the event 
a set remains at the end of the year, it will be auctioned and the proceeds will be added to the club 
treasury. The office of the Israeli Council of Chicago will be notified of this new service available 
to Jews of the Chicago area by the INSI. We are proud that we will be able to render this service. 


DONAT ED AUCTION : Regular and donated auctions were brought up and discussed. After some 
) chit-chat" it was voted to have two a year. This is the type of auction were-by, you, the members, 
bring and donate articles, numismatic or otherwise, to the proper meeting; these articles are 
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auctioned and the proceeds become part of the club treasur y. The next donated auction will be 
during the May meeting . Please keep this in mind; bring some real "goodies" for this important 
club event. 

EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor, Dr. Saul Needleman, displayed an illustrated folder, issued by the 
American Jewish Historical Society, 2 Thornton Road, Waltham, Massachusetts 02154. Among 
the illustrations was a photo of a medal of Gershon Mendes Seixas (1746-1816). This rare medal 
was struck from a die made for the earliest known American medal of Jewish interest. It was 
produced by Columbia College in 1816 to commemorate the death of Dr. Seixas, the Minister of 
Congregation Shearith Israel in New York City and a Trustee of the College. 

Mr. Ben Odesser exhibited and spoke on some ancient Jewish coins. Among these interesting 
pieces was a Bar-Kochba (182-135 A. D.), a Judea Capta Coin (66-70 A. D.) and a coin of A. Plautius, 
a general under Pompey with "BACCHIVS IVDAEVS" on the reverse. 

Third exhibitor, Dr. Morris Goldberg, had four beautiful proof medals of Judaic interest. These 36 mm 
pieces were of David Ben Gurion, Theodor Herzl, both with the 12 tribes reverse; Ze'ev Jabotinsky 
with menora reverse; and Anne Frank, with broken rose reverse. 

The fourth exhibitor, Dr. Alan Feinberg, displayed and spoke on two important books. The first one 
wa s The History of Coins and Symbols in Ancient Israel , by Wolf Wirgin and Seigfried Mandel, 

Exposition Press, Inc., New York 10016, 1958. This book containing 264 pages plus 32 pages of 
plates, is quite excellent, but as Dr. Feinberg pointed out, the author's dating of certain Jewish 
coins is controversial and not generally accepted. The second book, The Dating and Meaning of 
Ancient Jewish Coins and Symbols, Vol. H of Publications of the Israel Numismatic Society, Schocken 
Publishing House, Jerusalem, I958j was published after tbe release of the Wirgin and Mandel book 
to refute and to "correct" the dating of these two authors. 

Mr. Harry Flower, the fifth exhibitor, displayed some recently acquired Judaic medals. These were 
the "Israel Cancer Association Medal", a 59 mm bronze, uniface and proof-like; "Shomrith Watch 
Service" medal, a 35 mm bronze issued as an award to employees by this Tel-Aviv firm; "Chaim 
Weizmann" medal by Dutch artist A. A. Moorlay, a massive 70 mm bronze, this being one of ten 
Issued in 1969; "Joseph and Lion Morpurgo" medal, a double portrait 65 mm bronze designed by the 
well known Pol Dom and issued as a 100 Year Anniversary of the Morpurgo Antique Dealers of Amster¬ 
dam; "Golda Meir" medal designed by Martha Coufai-Harti and produced by the Austrian Mint, Gesell- 
schaft fur Munzen und Medaillen, Schottenring 17, 1011 Vienna, Austria. All of the preceding medals 
were displayed with numismatic and historical descriptions. 

The last and very magnificent exhibit was that of Mr. David Silverman. His display consisted of art¬ 
istic frames appropriately labeled and containing coins and medals that have been used for the Pidyon 
HaBen ceremony in various countries. One frame represented Great Britain with 5 "Pidyon shekels" 

(a private issue); one frame for Mexico with 5 Mexican crown size silver coins; one with 5 Maria 
Theresa thalers; one from Israel with a private issue of the Shekel Co. of Tel-Aviv; and a set using 
the silver medallions of Argenteus, by Aureus Magnus of Munich, Germany. These frames are part 
of a series of "Coins and Medals of the World used for the Pidyon HaBen Ceremony" that Mr. Silver- 
man is in the process of collecting. 

President-Mr. Harry Flower First Vice-President-Dr. Alan Feinberg 

Second Vice-President-Mr. David Silverman Secretary- Mrs. Mary Bell 

Treasurer-Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members- Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser 
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MAY 1971 


The twenty-fourth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at 

Bernard Horwich J. C. C. 

3003 West Touhy Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60645 
Wednesday, May 26, 1971 

8:00 P.M. Room #0 7 

RECAP OF APRIL MEETING : President Harry Flower distributed the 1971 Israel coin sets and medals 
to those who had placed orders. ***Again, he reminded the membership that some are still delinquent 
in payment of their dues. Please send your $5. 00 check, payable to INSI, to the above P. O. Box. *** 
Meetings of INSI during the summer months were brought up and discussed. It was proposed that 
meetings should be discontinued during these two months, but it was voted down. Then it was proposed 
to discontinue during August only; this also was voted down. The majority of the membership voted to 
have meetings throughout the year. Looks as if we have a real dedicated group of Judaic Numismatists! 

DONATED AUCTION : The highlight of the May meeting will be our second donated auction. Last year, 
under the hammer of Auctioneer Ben Odesser, INSI cleared $70. 00. Dues of $5.00 are not sufficient 
to pay for all club activities. So, please be generous in your donations of items for our 2nd INSI Auction. 
Although, this is a Judaic Numismatic organization, your donation need not be numismatic or Judaic. 

You may donate items such as coins, medals, paper money, tokens, books, pens, cuff links, prints, 
whiskey, plaques, jewelry, etc., etc. ... If you aren't coming please arrange to send your donation. 
Also, remember, come prepared to make purchases! Those members who were present last year, 
will remember that we had one of our most enjoyable evenings. Let's make this May meeting the most 
profitable and most entertaining of the year. Of course, visitors are welcome. 

EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor, Dr. Alan Feinberg, spoke on a new book, Selected Articles on the 
^Subject of American Tokens Reprinted from "The Numismatist" (1904-1938 ), The Token and Medal 
Society, Inc., 1969 price $6.50. Among the reprinted articles, "A Civil War Oddity" by Benjamin 
Lowenstam in the September 1933 issue of the Numismatist is of special interest as it deals with the 
only Civil War Token that is of a Judaic nature. Dr. Feinberg also displayed a Roman denarius of 
Vespasian which is a silver Judea Capta coin of a scarce type. 

Mr. Ben Odesser exhibited and spoke on a collection of 23 tokens of Judaic interest. These were of 
various types and purposes of issue. Among these were contribution tokens, political tokens, dedica¬ 
tion tokens, Jewish Welfare Fund Tokens, etc. 

Artist David Silverman exhibited one of his own creations, a framed bronze Ten Commandments with 
a lion of Judah on each side. This was a beatiful example of Judaic art work. 

Mr. Harry Flower, the speaker of the evening, gave a talk on "Coins That had been Used in Palestine". 
This was the same illustrated talk that he presented to the Chicago-Joe Fox Lodge, B’nai B'rith on 
April 21 in the Sherman House Hotel, Chicago. This presentation was based on the book Coins in 
Palestine Throughout the Ages , by Leo Kadman and Arie Kindler (Hebrew text), the Dvir Co., Tel 
IVviv, 1963. Mr. Flower had prepared 5"x8" cards upon which were stapled plastic bags containing 
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coins. These cards were titled and each bore a short statement. The cards with the attached coins 
were passed to the listeners as their period of use in Palestine was stated by the speaker. The Coin- 
Cards were as follows: 1. Ancient Persian Coins; 2. Coins of Ancient Greece; 3. Coins of Ancient 
Rome (Roman Republic); 4. Coins of Ancient Rome (Roman Empire); 5. Ancient Jewish Coins; 6. 
Ancient Jewish Coins (the Roman Procurators); 7. Shekels of Israel; 8. Coins of the Bar Cochba 
War; 9. Coins of the Byzantine Empire; 10. Coins of the Crusaders; 11. Coins of Turkey (1516 
to 1917); 12. Coins of Turkey (1909 to 1917); 13. Coins of Egypt; 14. Coins of Palestine. Also, 

Mr. Flower exhibited a larger card bearing a photo of a Public Notice issued after the occupation of 
Jaffa by the British Armed Forces in November 1917. This notice listed the gold coins that were 
valid and gave the rate of exchange for Egyptian piasters. These were: 1 English Pound, 20 French 
Francs, 20 Italian Lira, 5 US Dollars, 20 Swiss Francs, 20 Austrian Crowns, and 20 German Marks. 
The actual gold pieces were taped to the card so that INSI members could see the gold that circulated 
in Palestine at that period. This talk covered the numismatic history of the Holy Land for the last 
2500 years. 

ACTIVITIES OF INSI MEMBERS : Joseph Spom was chairman of the combined West Suburban Temple 
$ Har Zion of River Forest and Oak Park Temple of Oak Park "Hobby Show" of April 28, 1971. Mr. 
Spom displayed part of his collection of Rare Books, and Mr. Flower had a 2 case exhibit of "Israel 
Government Commemorative Medals". Dr. Alan Feinberg won "Best of Show" for his exhibits at 
the Morton Grove Coin Club Spring Coin Festival. Also, Ben Odesser spoke at the May meeting of 
the Morton Grove Coin Club on "Tokens". 

FLASH : The 1971 Independence Day Commemorative Coins have arrived. These 10 pound pieces 
dedicated to "Science Based Industries", will be distributed to those who placed orders. Please 
attend the May meeting to accept your coins. A description and numismatic facts of this new issue 
was given in the March Bulletin, but a photo was not available at that time. 



PLEASE BRING YOUR DONATION: BE PREPARED TO BUY AN ITEM. 
SOME ONE'S WHITE ELEPHANT MAY BE EXACTLY WHAT YOU NEED. 
YOU MAY MAKE AN IMPORTANT ADDITION TO YOUR COLLECTION. 
YOU WILL ENJOY AN EVENING OF FELLOWSHIP, ENTERTAINMENT, 
AND FUN-AND YOUR INSI WILL BENEFIT. BRING A FRIEND! ! ! 


President - Mr. Harry Flower First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg 

Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell 

Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser 
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ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 
P.O. BOX 2095 
Oak Park, Illinois 60303 


JUNE 1971 


The twenty-fifth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at 

Bernard Horwich J. C. C. 

3003 West Touhy Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60645 
Wednesday, June 23, 1971 
8:00 P.M. Room #07 


RECAP OF MAY MEETING: After Treasurer Lea Levy gave the financial report, President Harry 
Flower welcomed the visitors. *** He then exhibited the three new Philatelic-Numismatic covers 
* (Stamp-Coin Covers) offered at a special price to INS members. These very attractive pieces 
bear Israel stamps and coins; a colored brochure is available from the producer, The 99 
Company, Box 99, Capistrano Beach, California 92624. ***Mr. Flower then distributed to those 
interested, brochures of the new medals of Sigmund Freud, Golda Meir, and Leonard 
Bernstein. These are produced by Gesellschaft Fur Munzen und Medaillen, Schottenring 17, 1011 
Wien (Vienna, Austria). A few brochures remain and will be available at the speakers table. *** 
The letter from Israel Government Coins & Medals Corp. in Jerusalem concerning the "Dr. David 
de Sola Pool Medal" was read to the membership. *** Again the membership was reminded that 
we receive the Bulletins from other INS of the United States. Dr. Saul Needleman in charge of 
these and they may be examined by any INS member. 

Mr. Flower then brought up the subject of responsibility of coins and medals that are frequently 
ordered as a group for club members. In the past these orders were shipped to the club P. O. 

Box and in some cases were received three weeks prior to the next meeting. As these orders 
usually were valued for several hundred dollars, it was a large financial responsibility for the 
club officer who became the temporary custodian of these coins. Mr. Aaron Kaplan introduced 
a resolution to the effect that receiver of a shipment of coins or medals for the club will not be 
* responsible in the event of loss. This resolution was discussed, voted on and passed. Of course 
the receiver of a shipment was expected to use normal security measures for the safety of the 
coins or medals. ***In the May Bulletin it was announced that the 1971 Independence Day Coins 

had arrived and that they would be distributed at the May meeting.the coins were stored in 

the bank vault of a club officer, he arrived too late to remove them for the meeting. We are 
very sorry, they will be distributed at the June meeting. 


REPORT ON DONATED AUCTION: This important event, our second donated auction can only be 
described as "fantastic." All those present seemed to have enjoyed the evening- fellowship and 
good-will was "in the air"-everyone present had a good time. Financially, the final tally by 
Cashier Ned Fishkin was $164. 70, as compared to $75. 00 of the auction of September 1970. This 
indicates real interested and dedicated members, both those who donated items and those who 
made purchases. Several members who were unable to attend sent material for this sale. Among 
the items for auction were a decorated bowl from Israel, book plates, cuff links, Chanukkah 
tokens, frames for medals, rubber stamps, five copies of Columbiana and five copies of "Tams 
Journal" Louisiana Purchase Exposition, both by Nathan N. Eglit, Civil War tokens, U.S. and 
foreign coins, glass chemical apparatus, beads, posters, wall plaques, flowers, books, a fifth of 
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scotch, a beautiful man's wrist watch, a stereo camera, etc. etc. We want to thank the members 
for their donations and also for their purchases. We especially want to thank Mr. Ben Odesser for 
the beautiful job of auctioneering. Without Ben behind the hammer, the receipts would have 
certainly been less. Also, special thanks to Junior Member Jeffery Lillian, who performed as the 
runner, and Mr. Ned Fishkin, who was the cashier. 

EXHIBITS: Dr. Alan Feinberg displayed a 22 x 28" framed chart "Record of the HEBREW COINAGE". 
This chart illustrated drawings of ancient Jewish coins, divided into their various periods. It was 
artistically and accurately made and probably would be more useful for the identification of ancient 
coins than the photographic plates in books. Mr. Harry Flower exhibited examples of the only real 
Judaic Civil War tokens. These scarce and interesting pieces have on the obverse side an Indian 
Head and the date "1863" and on the reverse "Felix 'Kosher' (in Hebrew) Dining Salon, 256 
Broadway, New York". Along with two of these tokens, one in copper and one in brass, he displayed 
a copy of the "American Jew in the Civil War"; The CIVIL WAR CENTENNIAL ISSUE the June, 1961 
issue of the Publication of the American Jewish Historical Society. This special issue was a 
* CATALOGUE OF THE EXHIBIT OF THE CIVIL WAR CENTENNIAL JEWISH HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION, and listed 260 items. Item no. 228 was one of these Civil War Tokens, the only 
numismatic item of Judaic interest. Any INSI member interested in becoming a member of the 
American Jewish Historical Society, ask Mr. Flower for an application blank. 

The following charts are expected to be on display at the June meeting and may be ordered by club 
members at reduced prices: 

Record of the Hebrew Coinage-according to Reifenberg 22x 28" 

The Historical Numismatic Atlas of the Roman Empire 23 x 29" 

Universal Money Table and Commercial Exchange Standard 24 x 38" 


# President- Mr. Harry Flower First Vice President- Dr. Alan Feinberg 

Second Vice President- Mr. David Silverman Secretary- Mrs. Mary Bell 

Treasurer- Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members- Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser 
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ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 
P.O. Box 2095 
Oak Park, Illinois 60303 

JULY 1971 

The twenty-sixth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at 

Bernard Horwich J. C. C. 

3003 West Touhy Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60645 
Wednesday, July 28, 1971 

8:00 P.M. Room #07 

RECAP OF JUNE MEETING : After Treasurer Lea Levy gave her report, President Harry Flower 
informed members of the two new Israel Government State Medals. These are the Weizmann In¬ 
stitute Medal and the Jewish National Fund Medal. ***The private issue "Armored Corps Medal" as 
pictured in Coin World of June 23, 1971, page 18, was discussed and the picture displayed. This is 
the second in the series following the "Paratrooper Token" that was issued last year. A small discount 
is allowed INSI members; orders will be taken at the July meeting. ***Mr. Flower read the letter from 
Mr. Herbert Melnick, P.O. Box 792, Lynbrook, N.Y. 11581 offering INSI members the complete 13 
editions of Journal of Israel Numismatics , published by Mr. Fred Bertram from 1966 to 1969. The 
price is a very reasonable $6. 00 complete. We will hold up sending for these until after the July meet¬ 
ing so that more INSI members may take advantage of this offer. ***The door prizes, A Golda Meir 
Medal donated by Mr. Leonard Sterling, and a stamp set donated be Mr. Abe DeKoven were won by 
Mrs. Ann Glozer and Dr. Sheldon Lurie. 

EXHIBITS : The first exhibitor, Dr. Morris Goldberg, displayed and briefly spoke on a small bronze 
statuette of "Nathan the Wise" a character created by the German critic, poet, and dramatist, 

Gotthold Ephraim Lessing (1729-1781). In the philosophical drama Nathan the Wise (1779), the theme 
was religious tolerance and universal brotherhood, and the hero was modeled after Lessing's friend 
Moses Mendelssohn. 

Mr. Ben Odesser reviewed The Coins of Aelia Capitolina by Leo Kadman, Jerusalem 1956. This 
important book, now out of print, is Volume 1 of the Series Corpus Nummorum Palaestinensium, 
a publication of thelsraelNumismatic Society (of Israel). 

The third exhibitor, Mr. Harry Flower, displayed some medals produced by the French Mint in 
Paris. These were Chaim Soutine, Sigmund Freud, Edmond Fleg; all bronzes about 3" in diameter; 
and another 8 1/2" bronze "The Exodus". This large art medal was designed by William Schiffer and 
cast in 1970. This specimen was No. 17 of a total of only 75 examples to be produced. (For addition¬ 
al information on French medals, write to L'Administration des Monnaies et Medalles, 11, Quai de 
Conti, Paris 6, France). Mr. Flower also had a topical collection of items featuring "The Seal of 

Shema". This Lion-seal, dating from the 8th century B.C. was found at 
Meggedo in 1901. It is featured on the reverse Israel 5 pound note (issue 
of 1958) and also on the Israel 160 pruta stamp (issue of 1967). Also 
shown were a 60 mm medal by Elisha of Haifa, a 3" bronze paper weight 
and a money clip that was made in Israel. Also a 35 mm medal issued 
by the Israel Central Staff, and a copper token by Isnumat, 12, Rahel 
Imanu St., Jerusalem, Israel, who uses this seal as their trade mark. 

Dr. Saul Needleman had some interesting items on display. Among these were a plaster cast of 
the large "Exodus" medal that he had made. Also, the Boy Scout award for Religious Service, as 
squired by the Jewish Committee on Scouting. This medal, called the "Ner Talmid Award" consists 
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of a rectangular bar with the inscription "Eternal Light" in English and Hebrew, from which is 
suspended a blue and white ribbon to which is attached a bronze representation of perpetual or 
eternal lamp. Then, a double struck 10 agorot Israel coin along with an enlarged photograph, and 
finally Dr. Needleman exhibited the three large Coin Charts as described in the June Bulletin: 
orders were taken at reduced prices. 

The last exhibitor was Dr. Alan Feinberg who displayed a set of large photos taken at our May 
meeting during the donated auction. 

NEW MEMBERS : We welcome to our club Junior member Steven Podolsky (No. 61) and Mr. Alvin 
Goldsmith (No. 62). We hope that you attend our meetings and enjoy Israel and Judaic Numismatics. 
Please feel free to actively participate by bringing displays and briefly speaking on any Judaic item. 

PIDYON HABEN COIN SETS : As discussed at a previous meeting, INSI now has two sets of the Pidyon 
HaBen Coins which may be sold to anyone who needs them for the "Redemption Ceremony". As you 
know, these will be sold at regular price as an INSI service to the Jewish community of the Chicago 
area. The price of the five 10 pound coins in an attractive presentation case together with the 
^ certificate is $42. 25 per unit. INSI member Joseph Ashman will be chairman in charge of the Pidyon 
HaBen Coins. Arrangements may be made by telephone: Mr. Joseph L. Ashman 973-2955 

SPEAKER OF THE EVENING : Mr. Ben Odesser introduced our speaker, Mr. Leonard Sterling. 

Mr. Sterling, who now resides in California and is a member of the INS of Los Angeles, gave a 
most interesting talk on Israel Numismatics and the Israel Coin Club of L. A. It was a real pleasure 
to hear about and learn about a similar club on the West Coast. We thank Mr. Sterling for his talk 
and hope that he will visit with us any timethat he is in Chicago. 

GOLDA MEIR MEDAL OFFER : The Lombardo Mint, P.O. Box 203, Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada 
has issued a beautiful 1 1/2" medal of Golda Meir in antique bronze at $2. 50 and in antique silver 
at $10. 00. INSI members are allowed a 40% discount from these prices. The medal will be displayed 
and orders will be taken at the July meeting. This issue is the first in a small series of famous 
men and women of Israel that the Lombardo Mint will produce in 1971. 

President- Mr. Harry Flower First Vice President-Dr. Alau Feinberg 

Second Vice President-Mr. David Silverman Secretary-Mrs. Mary Bell 
Treasurer-Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members-Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser 





Jewish National Fund Medal 


Details: 

Metal: Bronze 59mm 

Quantity: 15,000 
Weight: 98 gr. 



Weizmann Institute Medal 


Details: 

Metal: Bronze 59mm 

Quantity: 7,000 
Weight: 98 gr. 


Metal: Silver 45mm 

Quantity: 5,000 
Weight: 48 gr. 


Metal: Silver 45mm 

Quantity: 4,000 
Weight: 48 gr. 
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ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 
P.O. Box 2095 
Oak Park, Illinois 60603 

AUGUST 1971 

The twenty-seventh general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held at 


ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, August 25, 
8:00 P.M. 


1971 




Please note that our next meeting will be held at the above address. We thank Mr. Melvin Green 
stein for obtaining the facilities for our meeting; the room is larger with pull-down screen, kitchen 
adjacent to the meeting room and air conditioning. There is no parking lot, but street parking is 
all around the block. The Orchard Center is located 2 blocks east of Edens Expressway and about 
three blocks south of Dempster in Skokie. Try and attend this meeting and give your opinion of 
the new meeting place! 

RECAP OF JULY MEETING : After the meeting was called to order by President Harry Flower, 
the visitors were introduced and welcomed. Then INSI member Joseph Ashman was introduced as 
chairman in charge of the Club’s Pidyon HaBen Coins. As explained before, as a service to the 
Jewish community, INSI is making these coins available to anyone in the Chicago area. Arrange¬ 
ments may be made by calling Mr. Ashman at 973-2955. A larger meeting room was then dis¬ 
cussed. Apparently this discussion brought success as INSI member Robert Greenstein through 
his father, Mr. Melvin Greenstein, has arranged for the above facility for our meetings. At a 
recent meeting the membership voted to have two donated auctions a year. At the July meeting 
it was voted to have the second 1971 donated auction during the October meeting. ***Orders for 
the "Armored Corps Medals", the "Golda Meir Medal" and the magazine Journal of Israel 
Numismatics were taken. If received, these will be distributed at the August meeting. Dr. 
Needleman will also distribute the "Coin Charts" to those who placed orders. ***Mr. Louis 
Nagy donated 3 Israel Coins and Jeffery Lillien donated several El A1 stick pins that were used 
as door prizes. These were won by Dr. Feinberg, Norbert Jericho, Ned Fishkin, Hyman Siegel, 
Harry Flower and Louis Nagy. 

EXHIBITS: Mr. Ben Odesser exhibited a theater program of Judaic interest. This most interest¬ 
ing and historical piece of Judaica was printed on pink silk: the heading was as follows: "McVicker’s 
Theatre/ Souvenir Programme/ Thursday may 28, 1903/ Benefit/ for the Persecuted Jews in 
Russia", etc, etc. Of course it listed the acts and the appearances on the program and the many 
stars of the period who participated. 

The second exhibitor was Mr. Stewart Koppel, who displayed 4 medals, 2 each (to show obverse 
and reverse) of the "Paratrooper medal" and the "Armored Corps Medal". These historic 11/8 inch 
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copper medals were designed and issued by Avraham Lerner, P. O. Box G, Denville, N. J. 

07834. If you did not place a club order, these may be obtained direct from Mr. Lerner. 

The third exhibitor was Mr. Harry Flower. His exhibit consisted of all of the medals issued 
by ISNUMAT Ltd., 12 Rahel Imenu St., P.O. B. 1362, Jerusalem, Israel. These issues were 
as follows: Masada Coin Medal, Paul VI Pligrimage Medal, Freedom Medal, Ben Gurion Medal, 
Exodus Medal, Israel John F. Kennedy Medal, Bar Kokhba Medal of Valour, Israel Victory 
Medal, Israel’s 20th Anniversary Medal, Israel Peace Medal and the Holy Temple Medal. Most 
of these pieces are beautiful and are works of art. They are issued in various sizes in gold and 
silver. Brochures are available by writing to the above address. 

The last exhibitor. Junior member Jeffery Lillien had an unusual display of Judaic pins that he 
acquired during a recent trip to Israel. This interesting, historical collection contained pins 
and insignia from various Israeli sources, such as Pulmah, Haganah, Magen David Adorn, 
Independence Day, Mizrahi, Army Insignia and many others. Jeffery spoke briefly about most 
of these and also displayed a recent publication of the Israel Museum about minting of ancient 
coins by Ya’akov Meshorer. 

PROGRAM OF THE EVENING : Dr. Alan Feinberg had prepared a set of numismatic slides. 
These were of some coins illustrated in the publication "Coins of Bible Days" by Florence Banks, 
the MacMillan Co., New York, 1955. Dr. Feinberg related the interesting story that some of 
the coins of the Banks Collection illustrated in this book are counterfeit. This fact became known 
when her collection was placed on the market after her death. The slides of these Biblical Coins 
were of great historical interest; we all enjoyed his talk and pictures of the ancients. 

As there is no special program for the August meeting, why not make this an outstanding evening 
by bringing a Judaic item, numismatic or otherwise, displaying and speaking briefly about your 
possession. I am sure that others will appreciate and enjoy hearing about any piece of Judaica; 
and the club meeting will be more meaningful to you by participation. 

President-Mr. Harry Flower First Vice President-Dr. Alan Feinberg 

Second Vice President-Mr. David Silverman Secretary-Mrs. Mary Bell 

Treasurer-Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members-Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser 
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ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 
P.O. Box 2095 
Oak Park, Illinois, 60603 


SEPTEMBER 1971 


The twenty-eighth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be 
held at the 




ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, September 22, 1971 
8:00 P.M. 


The August meeting was held at the Orchard Center for the first time. Everyone present 
agreed that this location was quite satisfactory and that the meeting room was a great im¬ 
provement over that at the J. C. C. First,and most important, the room is larger; there 
are a large number of chairs and tables available; pull-down screen at the front; room is 
well lit and is air-conditioned. A complete modern kitchen is adjacent and is available for 
our use. As stated in the August Bulletin, we thank Mr. Melvin Greenstein, Executive 
Director of Orchard Center, for making this facility available to us. 

Now that we have an adequate meeting room, an effort should be made to secure new mem¬ 
bers. In the past, no real effort was made to increase our membership due to the seating 
limitation of the meeting room. Now, please feel free to invite anyone to attend our meet¬ 
ings who is interested in Judaica or Judaic Numismatics. Remember, visitors are always 
welcome. 

RECAP OF AUGUST MEETING : President Harry Flower opened the meeting by asking 
Mrs. Lea Levy to give the treasurer’s report. ***Then the visitors, Mrs. Bernard Stern 
and Sheldon Glassman were introduced and welcomed. ***Due to the absence of Mr. Joseph 
Ashman, who is Chairman in charge of the Pidyon HaBen Coin Sets, Mr. Flower turned over 
the two sets of coins to Mrs. Levy to be delivered to the Chairman. Remember, anyone in 
the Chicago area in need of these Ceremonial Coins may obtain them by calling Mr. Ashman 
at 973-2955. ***Distribution was made of the "Golda Meir bronze medals” and the 

’’Armored Corps Medals” to those who had placed orders. ***Mr. Flower read a letter 
from Mr. Ephraim Levy, Director for North America for the Government of Israel Coins 
and Medals Department. Mr. Levy has just completed his term of duty in New York. He 
wrote to thank us for our cooperation and to wish our Club success. The INSI thanks him 
for his good wishes, and we wish him success in his new appointment in Israel. We 
welcome his successor, Mr. Rafael Aldor, the new Director. ***Mr. Ben Odesser and 
Mr. Louis Nagy gave reports on the American Numismatic Association Convention that took 
place in Washington, August 9 through 13. Especially interesting to hear was the very large 
attendance at the Israel reception that took place on August 11. ***The door prizes, 
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donated by Mr. Nagy and Mr. DeKoven, were won by Dennis Abeles, Myron Tiersky, 

Maxwell Chalmers, Melvin Greenstein and Mrs. Bernard Stern. Jeffery Lillien had the 
honor of picking the lucky winners. 

EXHIBITS : Mrs. Levy displayed two books; the first, Ancient Maps of the Holy Land 
by ATIKA, Jerusalem, Israel, P.O. Box 1086, 1965. This very interesting and historical 
atlas contains 27 reproductions in color of maps and views of the Holy Land. The second 
book was Production of Coins in the Ancient World by Jacob Meshorer, Israel Museum, 
Jerusalem, 1970. Both of these books are currently available. 

The second exhibitor, Mr. Stewart Koppel, had a complete set of Palestine Mandate coins. 

A set of 59 of these coins in extra fine to Unc. condition is rather difficult to assemble, 
and some of our INSI members saw a complete set for the first time. 

Mr. Ben Odesser displayed and spoke on an interesting book, Antique Medal by S. Lyon, 
London, 1810. This book pictures and discusses the "Shekel of David"; the fallacy of the 
book was pointed out by the speaker. Mr. Odesser also had a set of Israel Government 
New Year Greeting Tokens. 

The last exhibitor, Mr. Harry Flower, had several pages from his album, Miscellaneous 
Judaic Items of Numismatic, Philatelic and Historic Interest . These plastic enclosed sheets 
were as follows: "Title Page for State of Israel" by Arthur Szyk; "The History of Judaism"; 
"Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel"; reproductions of historical documents, 
such as"Balfour Declaration", "George Washington’s Letter to the Hebrew Congregation in 
Newport, Rhode Island", "General Grant’s orders expelling Jews from Army", "President 
Lincoln's letter of revocation", etc. ; facsimile pages of important world newspapers dated 
May 16, 1948 when the State of Israel was born; souvenir folders from Dagon Hotel, Ash- 
kelon, Israel, containing Israeli coins and stamps; souvenir key chain from The Israel 
Numismatic Society, Haifa Branch; and many others. This album is an example of how an 
inexpensive Judaic collection may be easily assembled. 

DONATED AUCTION FOR OCTOBER: As you know, we will have our second donated auction 
of the year at the October meeting. If for any reason you cannot attend this meeting, you 
may bring or send your donation to the September meeting. The purpose is to raise funds 
for INSI and at the same time the members may increase their Judaic collection and have a 
very enjoyable evening. 

PROGRAM FOR THE SEPTEMBER MEETING: Again, we are fortunate to have Dr. Saul 
Needleman speak to us about ancient coins. This will be a slide lecture, "Brief History 
of Judea as Expressed in Ancient Coins". Being a very eloquent speaker, Dr. Needleman's 
program will be most interesting and historical. Members and invited guests will certainly 
enjoy this lecture on Ancient Judaic Numismatics. 

NEWS FROM ISRAEL GOVERNMENT COINS AND MEDALS CORP: We have received a 
letter from Mr. Rafael Aldor, Director for North America, Coins and Medals Department, 
Government of Israel. He informs us of the next commemorative coin, a ten pound silver 
dedicated to Soviet Jewry. The decision to strike a coin on this subject was taken by the 
Government of Israel within the framework of the world wide drive to relieve the plight of 
the Jews of Russia. The Head Office in Jerusalem has prepared a special message on this 
subject by the Director-General, Mr. Yitzhak Avni. A tape with the recording of this 
message has been sent to us. It will be played at the September meeting; all members 
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should make a special attempt to attend so as to hear this special message. 

In a NEWS RELEASE that just arrived, there is more information about the new commem¬ 
orative coin. It will be struck in silver in regular and in proof conditon by the Govern¬ 
ment Mint in Jerusalem. There will also be a gold coin, 50 pound denomination, in proof 
only, issued at a later date 

The obverse of the coin bears vertical panels of irregular width suggesting an 
enclosure through which is visible a disc, representing the sun To the right is the motto: 
,! Let My People Go” in Hebrew and in English. The reverse bears the numerals and the 
words ”10 Lirot Israeliot” in Hebrew; the Emblem of the State of Israel, the word "Israel" 
in Hebrew, in Arabic and in English; the year ”1971" and its equivalent in Hebrew charac¬ 
ters. The artist was Yacov Zim, and it will be released in October, 1971. At the time 
of this writing, price and ordering information had not yet arrived. 
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President-Mr. Harry Flower First Vice President-Dr. Alan Feinberg 
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BULLETIN OF 


ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 
P.O. Box 2095 
Oak Park, Illinois, 60303 

OCTOBER 1971 


The twenty-ninth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois ( INSI ) will be 
held at the 


ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, October 27, 1971 
8:00 P.M. 

RECAP OF SEPTEMBER MEETING: After the meeting was called to order by President 
Harry Flower, Mrs. Lea Levy gave the treasurer's report. Secretary Mary Bell was wel¬ 
comed after her absence; it was very nice having her with us again. The visitors were then 
introduced and welcomed. ***Under Old Business, the "Golda Meir Medal” and the magazines, 
Journal of Israel Numismatics , were distributed to those who had placed orders. ***Under 
New Business. Mr. Flower read a letter from AINA offering the book Jewish Symbols on 
Ancient Coins by Paul Romanoff (1971 reprint) at a special price in lots of ten for presentation 
purposes. The secretary was instructed to place an order for these books for the club. A 
letter and catalogue from ISNUMAT, 12 Rahel Imenu Street, Jerusalem, Israel was shown. 

This firm is offering unofficial Israel Medals to INSI members at a discount. ***a 'News 
Release" and photo was read and passed around regarding the new Israel Commemorative Coin 
dedicated to the cause of Soviet Jewry. This 10 pound silver coin bears the inscription "Let 
My People Go” in English and in Hebrew and will be known by that name. ***Then a letter 
was read from Mr. Rafael Aldor, Director for North America, Coins and Medals Department, 
Government of Israel. This letter informed us that we would receive a tape with a recorded 
message regarding this new coin and information regarding the world wide drive to relieve the 
plight of Soviet Jewry. It was prepared by the Head Office in Jerusalem, and this message 
was narrated by Mr. Yitzhak Avni, the Director-General. A little later, as this tape played 
the recorded voice of Mr. Avni, the entire room was absolutely silent, everyone absorbing 
every word. The message was most inspiring and gave the listeners an accurate history of 
this modern Russian oppression. ***Mr. Flower informed the membership of telephone 
calls from Mr. Aldor of New York, informing us that Mr. Avni of Jerusalem was coming to 
the United States in October and would visit our club during the October meeting. ***As our 
donated auction was scheduled for the October meeting, the question was brought up whether 
or not to postpone this event so that we could devote the greater part of the evening for our 
important guests. After some discussion the membership voted to postpone the donated auc¬ 
tion to the November meeting. ***The door prizes, donated by Mr. Nagy, were won by Leo 
Hecht, Myron Tiersky, Robert Greenstein, Ben Odesser, Ernest Levy and Harry Flower. The 
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lucky names were picked by Jeffery Lillien. ***After adjournment, there was a recess dun, 
which the membership enjoyed excellent coffee and cake. Then the prog-ram lor the evening. 

Dr. Saul Needleman's slide presentation and lecture on ancient history, was begun. This 
talk started before the time of first coin issuance and continued through the fall ol the Second 
Temple, with emphasis on the Jewish coins. Dr. Needleman's lecture was most eloquently 
presented in a very interesting manner: all present benefited from this historic presentation. 

We sincerely thank him for bringing this excellent program to our club. 

EXHIBITS: Mrs. Levy exhibited a new Israel medal. This silver medal was issued to mark 
the "Inauguration of the New Tel-Aviv Museum". It is only available from the Museum, com¬ 
plete with olivewood stand and gift boxed. 

Mr. Ben Odesser exhibited a piece of paper money with the inscription "Bank of Shushon" and 
"One Shekel", etc. , somewhat crudely printed. Ben came to the conclusion that this was 
"Chanukah Gelt", a form of "Jewish Play Money". 

Mr. Stewart Koppel exhibited a "Coin-Stamp Cover" issued to commemorate the 1st Anniver¬ 
sary of the Israel Numismatic Society -of Long Island. He suggested that this idea could be 
used for a future issue of INSI. 

Dr. Feinberg exhibited a picture of a crystal and gold sculpture of "Moses Breaking the 
Tablets" by James Houston. This 11 inch piece is priced at $2,500.00. Dr. Feinberg pre¬ 
sented this (photo only) to Mr. Flower for his numismatic collection of "Moses and the Ten 
Commandments". 

The last exhibitor, Mr. Harry Flower, displayed pages from the second section of his album 
JUDAIC NUMISMATICS OF NORTH AMERICA. This section was "Henry Morgenthau, Jr. 
and the Currency of the United States". This consisted of his photo, a brief history and 
accomplishments, a list of all currency bearing his signature as Secretary of the Treasury, 
and actual examples of most of this currency. ***Also exhibited was the third section of his 
album "Engravings of Judaic Interest of the Treasury Department Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing of the United States". This section consists of only two engravings, each 6" x 9" 
on cardboard, of Oscar S. Straus. Secretary of Commerce and Labor (1906-1909) under 
President Theodore Roosevelt and Henry M. Morgenthau. Jr., Secretary of the Treasury (1943- 
1945) under President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

DONATED AUCTION FOR NOVEMBER : As a reminder, we want to repeat that our donated 
auction will be postponed until the November meeting. If you are unable to attend that meet¬ 
ing, please send or bring your donation to the October meeting. Popular Ben Odesser will 
again be the "Man behind the Hammer". 

REFRESHMENTS: .The coffee and cake served at the September meeting was entirely due to 
the efforts of Mrs. Lea Levy. Not only did she donate the food, but she graciously served 
with the assistance of Mrs. Bell. We sincerely thank Mrs. Levy for this most welcome 
added attraction to our September meeting. 

NEW MEMBERS : Two new members have joined the ranks of INSI. We welcome Mr. Robert 
Leonard of Morton Grove and Mr. Henry J. Jaskiewicz of Chicago and hope these two gentle¬ 
men attend meetings and enjoy Judaic Numismatics. 

ABOUT INSI MEMBERS : We have been informed of Mrs. Charlotte Nagy's accident. We 
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were very sorry to hear this: the membership wishes her a quick recovery. 

Mr. Stewart Koppel won "Best of Show" at the North Shore Coin Club Show held September 19, 
1971. His prize winning exhibit was "Commemorative Coins of Israel". Congratulations! 

PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER MEETING: As previously mentioned. Mr. Rafael Aldor, Director 
for North America and Mr. Yitzhak Avni, Director-General of the Government of Israel, Coins 
and Medals Department, will be our guests at the October meeting. Mr. Morris Bram of 
New York, President of the American Israel Numismatic Association, our parent organization, 
will probably also attend this meeting. All of these important people will speak to us. but. 
of course, our greatest honor will be the presence of Mr. Avni. Wc sincerely appreciate his 
planned visit to our club. Among the topics to be covered by Mr. Avni will be information 
of future issues of Israel coins and medals. Also there will be a "question and answer period". 
If anyone has any questions regarding Israel coins, medals or paper money, this will be the 
time to ask the "top man". 

As an added attraction at this meeting, we plan to have several prize winning exhibits of 
Judaic numismatic material. Most of the INSI members have not seen these displays; they 
will be a real treat. 


Due to our special visitors, this meeting will be the most important in INSI history. By all 
means members should make every effort to attend; and of course, visitors will be welcomed. 


“LET MY 




PEOPLE GO" 

Exodus V, 1. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE COIN: 

Obverse: The field of the coin is covered with 
vertical panels of irregular width suggesting an 
enclosure through which is visible a disc repre¬ 
senting the sun. The wider panel on the right car¬ 
ries the motto "Let my People Go” in Hebrew 
and in English. 

Reverse: The emblem of the State on a shield, 
the year of issue 1971 and its equivalent in He¬ 
brew lettering. In three lines the nominal value 
10 Israel Lirot. Near the lower rim the word Israel 
in Hebrew, Arabic and English. 


CHARACTERISTICS: 

Face value: IL. 10 
Metal: Silver 900 
Diameter: 37 mm 
Weight: 26 gm 
Edges: reeded 

Minted at the Government Mint, Jerusalem 

Brilliant Uncirculated (BU): Cat. No. C/158, 
mint-marked with Star of David. 

Proof: Cat. No. C/159; Quantity: 20,000 
marked with Hebrew letter 'mem' (Q) 


President-Mr. Harry Flow er First Vice President-Dr. Alan Feinberg 

Second Vice President-Mr. David Silverman Secretary-Mrs. Mary Bell 
Treasurer-Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members-Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser 
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ISRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS 
P.O. Box 2095 
Oak Park, Illinois, 60303 


NOVEMBER 1971 


The thirtieth general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held 
at the 


ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 
Skokie, Illinois 

Wednesday, November 24, 1971 
8:00 P.M. 

RECAP OF OCTOBER MEETING: After the meeting was called to order by President Harry 
Flower, a few brief announcements were made, and there were short talks on the displays. 

Our distinguished guests were introduced and spoke to our group. The first speaker was 
Mr. Morris Bram of New York, President of American Israel Numismatic Association (AINA), 
our parent organization. Mr. Bram told us about AINA, its accomplishments and membership, 
and the publication THE SHEKEL . Also he mentioned the 4th annual numismatic trip to Israel 
March 1 to 15, 1972. Please reserve this date for your future trip to Israel. As a gift 
from AINA, he presented us with a copy of JEWISH SYMBOLS ON ANCIENT JEWISH COINS 
by Paul Romanoff. This book, for our library, is available from AINA (see INSI Bulletin of 
April, 1971). Mr. Bram also presented to our club a magnificent lucite embedment of a set 
of the special mint-marked Israeli coins of 1971. We thank Mr. Bram and AINA for these 
very thoughtful and meaningful gifts. Mr. Bram was then presented with an honorary mem¬ 
bership card to INSI and a plaque of welcome in honor of his visit to our club. 

Our second speaker was Mr. Rafael Aldor of New York, Director for North America, Govern¬ 
ment of Israel, Coins and Medals Department. Mr. Aldor was born in Buenos Aires in 1933 
and immigrated to Israel in 1949. He is a graduate of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and an economist by profession. Just preceding this appointment, he served as economic 
and financial reporter for Israel’s largest evening newspaper. Shortly after he began his talk, 
those present were impressed by his personality and charm. He spoke of his office and duties 
and then passed around for inspection the new "Let My People Go" coin. This special issue, 
dedicated to the cause of Soviet Jewry, is housed in a 2 1/4x3 1/4 inch plastic hinged box 
which also contains an information card and a lapel pin that is a reduced facsimile of the coin. 
Mr. Aldor also brought us a supply of the new 1972 New Year Tokens. These well-made 
tokens, also a facsimile of the "Let My People Go" coin, will be distributed to all INSI 
members in good standing at a future meeting. After his very interesting talk Mr. Aldor was 
presented with an honorary membership card to INSI and a plaque in honor of his visit to 
our organization. 
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Our next guest and honored speaker of the evening was Mr. Yitzhak Avni of -Jerusalem, 
Director-General of the Government of Israel, Coins and Medals Corporation. After a short 
time it was easy to ascertain why Mr. Avni has held his position as "Top Man" in Israel 
coins and medals. His knowledge and concern for the collector were apparent and his dynamic 
personality captured the group. He told of the inaugural meeting of our own INSI in October, 
1968 at which he was the principal speaker; he spoke of Israel coin clubs in general and that 
approximately 40% of Israel coin collectors are not Jewish; and that numismatic activities 
form everlasting friendships among the free people of the world. Progress of the IGCMC — 
in 1963 there were 150 subscribers with $10,000 in business in the U. S. ; in 1970 there were 
over 100,000 on the mailing list with $2,000,000 in business; and that he is not satisfied with 
this amount. Mr. Avni emphasized that the published mintage figure for a coin or medal is 
absolutely accurate; that their first obligation was to the collector and then to the dealer. He 
spoke of last year's commemorative coin in proof that was not satisfactory (these were struck 
at Utrecht Mint in Holland) and that this year and hereafter,these commemorative coins would 
be struck at the Israeli Mint in Jerusalem. He told us how a mintage figure was determined; 
that about 50% of an issue was sold in the U. S. and about 25% in Israel; also that a new 
album for Israel Commemorative Coins is in the making and will be released in the future; 
that colored slides of new coins would probably be available to coin clubs. Mr. Avni then 
spoke of new issues. The subject, usually an important event for that year in Israel, is 
determined by a committee; the design is obtained by competition. The theme for 1972 has 
already been selected but could not be revealed at this time. In speaking of appreciation in 
value of Israel coins, Mr. Avni said that in 1963 one of us could have bought 1000 Seafaring 
coins at issue price of $4.28; today these are selling for about $265.00 each. The Chanuka 
Coin Series may be resumed; that Israel will not issue any F. A. O. coins until the U.S. and 
other major countries enter this program. 

After his address there was a question and answer period. There were very many questions, 
but this enthusiastic session had to be terminated as there just wasn't enough time. 

Mr. Avni was also presented with mementos of his visit to our club. He was given an 
honorary membership card for INSI, a beautiful "Welcome" plaque and also a binder contain¬ 
ing a set of INSI Bulletins. Finally, the meeting was adjourned, and coffee, cake and other 
refreshments were enjoyed. 

The officers and members of INSI thank Mr. Avni, Mr. Aldor and Mr. Bram for making 
this special trip to Chicago to visit our club. It was a real honor to have them, and we 
sincerely appreciated their fellowship. We hope that their next visit will not be too far in 
the future. 

EXHIBITS : As mentioned in our October Bulletin, the exhibits at this meeting were of "prize 
winning quality”. Mr. Stewart Koppel's two case display of "Israel Commemorative Coins" 
has already won 14 prizes at coin conventions and shows. This display is a real masterpiece. 
In addition, he displayed for the first time"A Tree of Life" of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. 
This exhibit featured the beautiful medals designed by Elizabeth Weistrop and issued by the 
Judaic Medal Society of Half Moon Bay, California. 

Mr. Harry Flower displayed two cases of numismatic items of "Moses and the Ten Command¬ 
ments". There was also a one case display of the "Official Israel Government Medals of 
Liberation". 
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Dr. Alan Feinberg displayed and briefly spoke on some Judaic medals and coins that he 
recently acquired on his latest trip to Europe. These included two large medals of very 
limited issue by A. Moor lag commemorating the 21st year of Israel on one and Levi Eshkol 
on the other. He also showed a medal of Salomon Heine, uncle of Heinrich Heine, for the 
dedication of the Jewish Hospital in Hamburg in 1841, several ancient Judea Capta coins, 
and several other medals. 

Ben Odesser showed some scarce Jewish medals. 

SP ECIAL THANKS : Several INSI members deserve special thanks for making this meeting a 
success. First to be mentioned, Mr. David Silverman, who made the three beautiful plaques 
that were presented to our guests. These plaques were real works of art. *** Thanks to Dr. 

Alan Feinberg, who took pictures during the meeting. Also, Dr. Feinberg taped the speeches 
that were made. *** Very special thanks to Mrs. Mary Bell and Mrs. Ben Odesser who provided 
the refreshments that were served. Of course we thank Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Greenstein and 
Robert for preparing and arranging the room for the meeting. *** And lastly, Mr. Stewart Koppel 
and Mr. Harry Flower for bringing and displaying their special exhibits at this meeting. 

DONATED AUCTION FOR NOVEMBER : Our second annual donated auction will be held November 
24, 1971. From past experiences INSI meimbers know that "Auction Night” is "Fun Night" and 
everyone seems to have a most enjoyable evening. So, be sure to attend this important meeting; 
bring the material that you are donating and come prepared to make purchases. 

Please remember your donations need not be numismatic or Judaic. You may donate items such 
as coins, medals, whiskey, stamps, books, magazines, jewelry, fountain pens, cameras, cakes, 
etc., etc. The material, of course, will be sold to the highest bidder, the money to be added to 
the funds of INSI. Mr. Ben Odesser has again consented to be "the man with the hammer". 

ELECTION OF 1972 INSI OFFICERS : Election of INSI officers for 1972 will take place at the 
December meeting. At the November meeting the president will appoint a nominating committee 
of three who will meet and select officers for 1972. This slate of officers will be presented at 
the December meeting at which time the election will take place. Please remember, Article III, 
Section 1, part G of our Constitution and By-Laws states "Any member in good standing may at 
the December meeting, nominate a member with the nominee’s consent for sny elective offices, 
and seconded by another member. " 

************************************ 

REMINDER 

DONATED AUCTION NOVEMBER 24 A 

U 

Please bring your donations and be C 

prepared to buy wanted items. Some- T 

one's white elephant may be just what I 

you need. Be prepared for an evening O 

of fun, entertainment and profit for N 

you and your INSI. 

************************************ 

President-Mr. Harry Flower First Vice President-Dr. Alan Feinberg 

Second Vice President-Mr. David Silverman Secretary-Mrs. Mary Bell 
Treasurer-Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members-Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr Ben Odesser 
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Box 2095, Oak Park, Illinois, 60303 


The thirty first general meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSI) will be held 


at the 


ORCHARD CENTER 
8600 Gross Point Road 


Skokie, Illinois 


Wednesday, December 29, 1971 
8:00 P. M. 


RECAP OF NOVEMBER MEETING : The meeting was called to order by President Harry 
Flower who spoke briefly on our historic November meeting. He then read a letter from 
Mr. Aldor. Next a letter was read from Maurice M. Gould of the 99 Company, regarding a 
new program to certify all Israel coins on covers. Mr. David Silverman spoke on the Louis 
D. Brandeis medal issued by the Judah L. Magnes Memorial Museum of Berkeley, California. 
This medal, the third in the series of The Jewish-American Hall of Fame, is available through 
Mr. Silverman. Mr. Flower read a communication from Mr. Avraham Lerner of Denville, N. J. 
and his offer of the third in the series of "The Medals of the Six Day War". Orders were' 
taken, but additional orders will be taken at the December meeting... Dr. Alan Feinberg then 
presented Mr. Stewart Koppel with a Best of Show plaque as the award of the North Shore Coin 
Club exhibition for his exhibit, "The Commemorative Coins of Israel"... There were several 
junior visitors at this meeting. Beth Needleman was introduced and spoke on her collection of 
foreign coins. Also introduced were Michael Sporn, Robert Goldsmith and Karen Oppenheim. 

We hope that all of you enjoyed your visit and will join us soon again... As the election will take 
place at the December meeting, the President appointed the Nominating Committee. These were 
Mr. Donald Oppenheim, Chairman, Mr. Joseph Sporn and Mr. Robert Greenstein. Their slate 
of officers will be presented at the December meeting... In appreciation for services to our club, 
a presentation was made to Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Greenstein. This presentation was a beauti¬ 
ful certificate (prepared by our popular artist, Mr. Dave Silverman) and a copy of Jewish S V m- 
bols on Ancient Coins by Paul Romanoff. 

The important event of the November meeting was the donated auction. There were two tables 
of various articles, from books and coins to Scotch and taffy apples. We will not attempt to 
list the donators and their gifts, but we sincerely thank each person who brought items for this 
sale. This popular event netted the Club the sum of $98.20. 

Special thanks are due Mr. Ben Odesser, our popular auctioneer. He really did an outstanding 
job "with the hammer". Also, thanks are due to Mrs. Levy and Mr. Ned Fishkin who acted 
as cashiers, and to the two popular Juniors, Jeffery Lillien and Michael Sporn, who were the 
runners. 


EXHIBITS: Mr. Stewart Koppel displayed some coins of Palestine that he had obtained from 
Australia. An interesting fact that he brought out was that the purchase price was considerably 
cheaper than if purchased in the U. S. 
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Dr. Alan Feinberg displayed a large number of photographs that he had taken at the Novem¬ 
ber meeting. These 10” x 8” prints were quite professional, and we again thank Dr. Feinberg 
for taking these pictures. 

Mr. Harry Flower’s exhibit consisted of material concerning Victor D. Brenner (1871-1924), 
who was born 100 years ago. There was a silver and a bronze medal, both 3 inches, issued 
by Toivo Johnson; also a silver and bronze plaquette 1 7/&" x 2 1/2" issued by Presidential 
Art Medals of Vandalia^available now). Each of the above pieces feature both Abraham Lin¬ 
coln and Victor Brenner. For those who do not happen to know, Brenner was the engraver of 
the U. S. Lincoln cent. Up to the present time over 50 billion have been struck, more than 
any other artistic item made by man. 

INSI NOW INCORPORATED: Your INSI is now incorporated in the State of Illinois, provided 
by the "General Not For Profit Corporation Act". We are the proud owner of Certificate 
Number 15820, for which we owe thanks to INSI member Attorney Nathan Eglit. Mr. Eglit 
donated his legal time and "leg work". The officers and members appreciate this service to 
our Club and thank him. Mr. Eglit will give a report and explain the importance of this docu¬ 
ment at a future meeting. 

"LET MY PEOPLE GO" COIN: Up to the time of writing this bulletin, these new coins have 
not arrived. In the event these coins arrive by the 29th, they will be brought to the meeting 
for distribution. 

4th ANNUAL TRIP TO ISRAEL: Beautiful brochures of the next trip to Israel, co-sponsored 
by IGC and MC and AINA,have arrived and will be distributed to those interested. The time 
is March 1 to 15, 1972. If any of you or your friends plan a trip to Israel during 1972, you 
definitely should consider this one. 

ELECTION OF 1972 INSI OFFICERS : Election of INSI officers for 1972 will take place at the 
December meeting. At that time the slate selected by the Nominating Committee or any others 
from the floor, as provided by Article III, Section I of our Constitution By-Laws, will be pre¬ 
sented to the membership. 

PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER MEETING: As December is the Chanuka month, it was decided 
to use most of the evening as a social hour. Several of the ladies will bring cake and cookies, 
and there will be coffee, tea and soft drinks. If anyone desires, they may bring any type of 
sweets to this meeting. 

We will try to be as brief as possible with the business part of the meeting. But we will 
have Judaic and numismatic displays. Please bring items for display. If you wish, you may 
speak briefly on your exhibit. 


President - Mr. Harry Flower 

First Vice President - Dr. Alan Feinberg Second Vice President - Mr. David Silverman 

Secretary - Mrs. Mary Bell Treasurer - Mrs. Lea Levy 

Board Members - Mr. Leo Hecht, Mr. Lou Nagy, Mr. Ben Odesser 







